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Bonkers Brackets (2)
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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explore the order of operations using brackets.

• I know the order of operations.

• I know how the use of brackets affects the order of operations.

• I can use the order of operations to work out and check calculations.
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I will put a number in the function machine and the function machine
will give an answer. Can you work out the missing step in the calculation?

Function Machine

152 479

+ 327

28 476

× 17

376 47

÷ 8

57 5244

× 92
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What do you think the answer to 6² - (72 × 8) is?

Brackets in BODMAS

6² - (72 × 8)

Which part should
you calculate first?

Because of the confusion,
a rule was made that 
calculations should be 

worked out in the
following order:

Brackets
Order (exponents)

Division and Multiplication
Addition and Subtraction

6² - 57636 - 576 = 540

The exponent
of a number says

how many times to use the 
number in a multiplication, 

e.g. 15² is 15 × 15 = 225.

Should you start
at the left and go 
toward the right,
just like reading

a book?

Knowing this
rule, what do you

think the answer to
6² - (72 × 8)
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Let’s try some more calculations.

Brackets in BODMAS

Brackets
Order (exponents)

Division and Multiplication
Addition and Subtraction

Which part of the 
calculation should you 

complete first? 

You should start
in the brackets.

(152 ÷ 8) × 3²19 × 919 × 3²= 171

Which part should
you complete next? 

You should continue 
with the order.
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Let’s try some more calculations.

Brackets in BODMAS

Brackets
Order (exponents)

Division and Multiplication
Addition and Subtraction

Which part of the 
calculation should you 

complete first? 

You should start
in the brackets.

(62 × 6) + (72 × 3) × 7372 + 1512372 + 216 × 7= 1884

Which part should
you complete next? 

You should continue 
with the multiplication.
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Let’s try some more calculations.

Brackets in BODMAS

Brackets
Order (exponents)

Division and Multiplication
Addition and Subtraction

Which part of the 
calculation should you 

complete first? 

You should start
in the brackets.

8² + (8 × 12) × 758² + 96 × 7564 + 96 × 75= 7264

Which part should
you complete next? 

You should continue 
with the order.

Which part should
you complete next? 

You should continue 
with the multiplication.

64 + 7200
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The bracket thief has been caught! Can you place the brackets
back in the correct place in the number sentence below?

Solve the Crime

270 ÷ 5² + 5 = 9(        ) 1384 – 488 ÷ 2 = 448(                ) 4824 + 21 × 25 - 3883 = 1466(         ) 
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Work in pairs to complete these activities:

Playing With Brackets
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More or Less
Complete the number statement by adding the correct symbol: <, > or =.
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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explore the order of operations using brackets.

• I know the order of operations.

• I know how the use of brackets affects the order of operations.

• I can use the order of operations to work out and check calculations.
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